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for the veſting the Sovereignty and Government of that country in the Company, under the name of the Raja of 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor-General and Council, to 


the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, Preſident, Ec. 
of the Council at Fort St. George. 


60 My Lord, and Gentlemen, 


ings relative to Tanjore. We have taken theſe proceedings into our moſt ſerious conſideration, and have unanimouſly 
agreed in reſolutions on ſuch parts of them, as by their importance demanded our firſt and immediate attention, and by 


( ) N. the 31ſt of laſt month we acknowledged the receipt of your letter of the 13th, incloſing a copy of all your proceed- 
their nature and tendency called for the interpoſition of the controuling power veſted in us by Parliament over the Preſidency 


of Madraſs. We incloſe you a copy of theſe reſolutions ; and poſitively require you to abſtain from all ſuch acts and declara- 


tions in future as we have thereby condemned; declaring to you, that we ſhall hold your Prefident, or any other member of 
our Board, who ſhall act in contradiction to the ſenſe of the above reſolutions, to be guilty of a wilful violation of the rights 


of the Nabob, and a diſturber of the peace of the Carnatic. 


We have confined our reſolutions to ſuch undiſputed facts as had a direct and. immediate tendency to alienate the mind of | 
the Nabob from his friendſhip and alliance with the Company, and to interrupt the tranquillity of that part of India. But we 


ſee on the face of your proceedings ſeveral other acts of which we equally diſapprove, and on ſome of which we think it ne- 
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ceſſary to require a further explanation from you. 


60 We cannot avoid remarking, through the whole tenor of your Preſident's conduct and behaviour to the Nabob, manifeſt 
ſymptoms of a ſtrong perſonal indiſpoſition towards him, heightened by a tone of authority unbecoming the Nabob's dignity 
and independency, and inconſiſtent with the reſpect which the Company have, in all their letters, ditected to be ſhewn to him. 
A remarkable inſtance of this has been furniſhed us by the Nabob himſelf, in the draft“ of a letter preſented to the Nabob by 
Lord Pigot, and required to be written by him to his Lordſhir, containing an approval of his conduct, and an affurance of 


| forgiveneſs for what had paſſed, We allude particularly to this ipſtance, becauſe it affords us, at the ſame time, too ſtrong a 


preſumption, that the offers which the Raja of Tanjore has ſo liberally made, in oppoſition to his own intereſt, may have been 
drawn from him by the ſame indirect kind of influence. This is again corroborated by a reſolution entered in your proceed= 
ings of the 25th of April , that it was neceſſary the whole country of Tanjore ſhould be protected by the forces of the Com- 
pany ; and by the requeſt made by the Raja, almoſt in tbe fame words, at the meeting which he ſoon afterwards had with the 
Preſident, that the Company's forces might be allowed for the protection of his whole country ; and is {till more {irongly con- 


firmed by his requeſt, that the Company would take what country they thought proper as a dependency on Devi Cota, by his 


declaration that the country of Tanjore was the Company's, and that he had only to requeſt his honour might be preſerved, and 


by his tender | of all the grain in his dominions to be purchaſed by the Company, which are expreſſions ſuch as were never yo- 
luntarily uſed by any independent Prince, however grateful he might be, for the ſervices rendered to him. 


& Notwithſtanding the requeſt of the Raja thus made, we cannot but conſider the meaſure of employing the Company's 
forces for the protection of the whoſe country of Tanjore as unwarranted, and repugnant to the ſpirit of the Company's or- 


ders. It is very evident, that the Company intended to reſtrict the employment of their troops to the garriſoning the city of 


Tanjore ; but left to the Raja's diſcretion the general defence of his dominions. The purpoſes aſſigned for placing an Engliſh 
garriſon in the fort of '] anjore, in the ſixth paragraph of their orders, and the proviſion made in the twelfth paragraph, for the 
march of their troops into the country of Tanjore, at the requiſition of the Raja, in caſe of troubles, added to their declaration 
in the ſeventh paragraph, that no diminution of the Raja's authotity over bis own ſubjects was intended by them, put this 


conſtruction beyond a doubt, were it neceſſary to ſcek for negative arguments where a poſitive authority is wanting to ſupport 


the meaſure. 


„The ſubſidy fixed for the payment of the garriſon of Tanjore, and for the other forces employed in me protection of the 
country, is another deviation from the orders of the Court of Directors, which direct, that no greater portion of the revenues 


ſhall be aſſigned to the Company than may be abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of their garriſon. 


We obferve that in the motion made by the Right. Honourable Preſident for the appointment of a Chief and Council to 
reſide at Tanjore, which, on failure of that propoſal, was afterwards adopted, was declared to be for fulfilling the ſame 


purpoſes in part that were propoſed for the Council; we ſhall ſuſpend our opinions upon this meaſure for the preſent, but think 


it neceſſary to deſire that ycu will furniſh us with a copy of the inſtructions delivered to Mr. Ruſſel, declaring at the ſame time, 
that we ſhall-confider any authority given him to interfere in the affairs of that government, as a breach of the Company's 
poſitive orders: at preſent we cannot conlider his appointment as having any other object than the above. We are much 

afraid it will have that appearance in the eyes of the other neighbouring powers, and that it will be too liable to ſuggeſt to 


them the apprehenſion that the Act of reſtoring the Raja of Tanjore to the poſiefſion of his dominions, was 1 8 pretence 
anjore. 


« The Nabob, both in his letters to your Preſident, and in his correſpondence with Government, has complained, that 
Lord Pigot had cauſed a Proclamation to be made in the Fort, and through all the Diſtricts of Tanjore, That no one 
« ſhould give Protection or Rice to any of his (the Nabob's) People, but bring them forth, and even that, if any Perſon. 
ec gave ſhejter to his Servants, he ſhould be conſidered as criminal.” And, “ That ſome of his moſt creditable and anticnt 
« Servants, who were at Tanjore, had been treated with indignity by the Dependants of Lord Pigot, and that ſome of them 
ere detained in Priſon, by the Raja, ſo late as in the month of May laft.” We expected to have found ſome natice of 


« were deta | 
the complaints in your proceedings, We deſire that you will furniſh us with the fulleſt information of facts to which they 


allude. 


& We have alſo received à later remonſtrance from the Nabob, on the ſubject of orders iſſued, as he affirms, by Lord 
t, „ for the ſeizure of one of the Nabob's principal Servants, named Mahomed Hebraz Cawn, by a party of Sepoys, 


Pigo a 
ibly entered the Kella of Woodian Polly, belonging to him, for that purpole, and ſearched all the houſes for the 


« who foic 


* ds 


— 


* Copy of the draft of a letter given by Lord Pigot to the Nabob, that he might write it to him; the original in pencil dated the 11th 


Abril ſhould be May; error of the month in the original. 3 
fs [ = very "Abd at my friend's return. I forgive you for every thing you have dore. The man who is faithful to his maſter will 
> to his frie ou have finiſhed the Company's buſinefs, I hope you will not forget mine, Iwill lay before you the whole 


ever be ſo to his friend, Now you 
128 : b them to the ſatisfaciion of the Compiny, that | may be happy.“ 


fare of my aff irs, and I defiie your aſſiſtance to ſetile then 
N. B. The Nabob refuſed to write this letter, which irritated Lord Pigot ſo much that he threatened to place an European guard over 


his houſe. | | : : 
+ When Lord Pigot had the majority of voices at the Board. See the diſſents in the proceedings. 


1 The Governor General and Council never anſwered Lord Pigot's requeſt for money to purchaſe the grain, although they replied to 


every other part of that ſame leiter. De peiſon 


E 


de perſon they were in queſt of, but not finding him, they carried away and ill-treated many of the inhabitants,” We deſire 
to be furniſhed alſo with an explanation of this affair. | 


« The Nabob has requeſted, that a Reſident might be appointed on the part of this Government, to remain with him, 
as ſuch a meaſure might imply a diſtruſt in us, whether the reſolutions we have taken, and now communicate to you, will 
be efficacious ; we have for the preſent determined to decline complying with the Nabob's deſire; and hope an alteration in 
your meaſures and conduct towards him, will produce a return cf that confidence and attachment to your Government, which 
has ſo unalterably ſubſiſted, until the late unhappy difference took place x. | | : 


« We defire that you will tranſmit to us, a copy of the orders delivered by Lord Pigot, to Captain Tonyn, for eſcorting 
the Dobeer to Tanjore, of Captain Tonyn's report of the execution of thoſe orders; and that you will alſo call Captain 
Tonyn before you, and aſk him, whether Ariolore is an open or incloſed town? Whether he met with any oppoſition in 
the execution of his orders, or in leaving the place? and in what ſituation he found the Dobeer ? His replies upon theſe ſeveral 
queſtions, you will be pleaſed to tranſmit to us, as well as to the Court of Directors, by the firſt opportunity. 


« Having condemned the expulſion of the Nabob's agents and troops from certain 2 of Marawa and Naalcooty, ju- 
ſtice requires and we direct, that he be permitted to repoſſeſs thoſe diſtricts, if he ſtill perſiſts in his claim to them; and that 
Commiſſioners be appointed in any manner which ſhall be approved by bis Highneſs and the Raja, to examine upon the ſpot 
their reſpective pretenſions, and to decide upon them; ſuch a deciſion ought to be admitted as binding on both parties; but, in 
caſe it ſhould not prove ſo, or if the Commiſſioners ſhould not agree in their award, we deſire that a copy of their proceedings 
be tranſmitted to us, that we may offer our final ſentiments and mediation upon them. | 


« We are deſirous that you ſhould be apprized of theſe our ſentiments and reſolutions before the departure of the Gren- 
ville for England, and we hope that the requeſt contained in our letter of the 31ſt, will not have been the occaſion of much 
delay in the diſpatch of that ſhip, _ | | 
We are, my Lord and Gentlemen, &c, g . 

| Warren HasTINGS. 
J. CLAVERING. 
J. Monsovn. 
RICHARD BARwELE; 
PniLip FRancts, 


SES OL UT 1-0 NY 
Secret Department. Extract of Conſultation, Auguſt 7, 1776. 
Copy of Reſolutions of the Council at Bengal. | | 


1ſt, Reſolved, c That the detaching an Officer with a party of the Company's Troops into the town of Alianore, ſituated 
within the Nabob's dominions ; the forcing away the Nabob's guards ſtationed there, and the ſeizing his Officers and Ser- 
vants, with all his papers, public and private, and carrying them priſoners to Tanjore, were acts of hoſtility againſt che 
Nabob ; that they were not neceſſary to carry the Company's order and intentions into execution, nor juſtified by their in- 
ſtructions for reſtoring the King of Tanjore.“ | | e | » 


2d, Reſelucd, That the threat expreſſed by the Preſident perſonally to the Nabob, that he would lation a guard at the 
Nabob's houſe, for the declared purpoſe of intercepting any communication between him, the members of the Council, and 
other Europeans, his Majeſty's ſubjects +, was an invaſion of the Nabob's rights, as an independent Prince, and might juſtly 
alarm him for the ſafety of his perſon.” f | | 


3d, Reſelved, “ That the forcible expulſion of the Nabob's agents and troops from certain Diſtricts of Marava and Naalcoo- 
ty, without any previous application to the Nabob, was an act of hoſtility againit his Highneſs unauthorized and unne- 
ceſſary.“ ; a | | 

4th, Reſolved, < That the Preſident's declaration 2, that if the gates of Alianore, or any other gates in the Payinhaut, 
ſhould be ſhut againſt the troops of the Company, when they aſked admiſſion by his authority, it would be an improper re- 
turn tothe man who had put his Highneſs in poſſemon of them;” implies a general denial of the Nabob's right to refuſe ad- 
mittance of the Company's troops into any of his Forts or Garriſons, and founds that denial on a ſuppoſed perſonal ingratitude 
to the Preſident, not on a breach of the regard and friendſhip due to the Company, as if his Highneſs's obligation tor being 
put into poſſeſſion of ſuch Forts and Garriſons, was due to the Preſident alone, in excluſion of the Company. 


5th, Reſolved, „ That the Preſident's declaration ||, © that whenever the Nabob's buſineſs ſhould be connected with the 
Intereſt of the Company, he would always act as to him ſhould appear proper, and make uſe of the Nabob's authority,” 
was equivalent to an aſſumption to himſelf of all the powers veſted in the lawful Nabob of the Carnatic,” 


Eth, Reſalved, “ That theſe ſeveral acts and declarations, collectively and ſeparately, are an infringement of the rights and 
powers inherent therein, and dependent on his Highne$'s title, as lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, in which character he is 
acknowledged by the treaty of Paris; that they tend to reduce him to a mere nominal Nabob, and to alienate his mind from 

that faithful attachment to the Engliſh Company, of which they declare they have had long experience,” | 


Ith, Reſolved, That the acts and declarations above recited, have a direct and immediate tendency to diſturb the peace 
of the Carnatic, and are unwarranted and unjuſt.” | | | 


8th, Reſelved, That this Board will ſupport the rights of the lawful Nabob of the Carnatic againſt all ſuch attempts in fu- 
ture; and that they will exert, with effect, the power veſted in them by the Legiſlature, for ſuperintending and controuling 
the Government of the Preſidency of Madraſs, and for the preſervation of the peace in the Carnatic, | wy 
| | | ( (A true Copy) | 
Fort William, | 


7th Auguſt 1776 S. P. AURIOL, Secretary.” 
uguit: 1770s 
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Lord Pigot has declared, that the Dobeer voluntarily returned to Tanjore, and that the Nabob uſed compulſion to get him into his 
ſervice after the reduction of Tanjore. _ | | 

The Raja of Tanjore had actually impriſoned the Dobeer before the war; it may be therefore ſuppoſed, that the Nahob had no occa- 
ſion to uſe compulſion with him. When Capt. Tonyn overtook the Dobeer, he was in the Nabob's dominioas, and returned with reluctance 


to Tanjore, from the fear of being impriſoned a ſecond time, Oppoo's letter is a clear proof that there was no great harmony ſubſiſting 
between the Raja and the Dobcer. 


+ See the preceding letter of the Governor-General and Council, with the remark, 
t Lord Pigot's declaration, a letter to the Nabob, in May. 
Another of Lord Pigot's letters to the Nabob in May. 


3 Letter 


1 


Letter from the Governor General and Council, received about the Gth October. 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq; Preſident, &c. Council at Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen, 


Par. 1. We have received your letter of the * 23d Auguſt by the Shrewſbury, and we have alſo received a letter from 
the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, dated the 29th Auguſt +, by the Triton. | 


2. Having maturely conſidered the ſubject of theſe letters, we proceed immediately to acquaint you with our determination 
upon them, 


3. The Rights and Powers of the Governor and Council at Fort St. George, being by the original Conſtitution veſted in 
the majority of the members who compoſe that body; and the intemperate conduct of your late Preſident, Lord Pigot, in for- 
cibly excluding two of your Members from their Seat at the Board, having been the cauſe of the unhappy ſeparation of the 
majority of your Board from the minority in this alarming and dangerous ſituation of your government; we think it incumbent 
on us to declare, that we acknowledge the title and authority which 4 we underſtand you have been thus compelled to aſſume z 
in conſequence whereof, we have reſolved to ſupport you in the Government by all the means you may require from us; and 


we have it in our power to grant, in virtue of our general inſtructions, to afford our aid and protection to all the Prefidences of 
the Company in India, 

4. Although you have not yet notified to us $, that you have aſſumed the adminiſttation of the Preſidency of Fort Se, 
George, nor informed us of all the circumſtances which produced that event; yet we are too well appriſed of the ſeries of 
tranſactions which led to it, to entertain a doubt with reſpect to the conduct we ought to purſue on this occafion; and the criſis 
is too urgent and alarming, to admit of our waiting to enter into a more minute inveſtigation of all the facts and proceedings 

which have reduced the Government of Fort St. George to its preſent ſituation, and uz to the neceſſity of deciding upon it. 


It is ſufficient for us to know, that in ſupporting that part of a divided adminiſtration, which is formed by a majority of its 
members, we ſupport the legal and conſtitutional government. | | | 


5. We judge it proper, however, to mention, that we ſhould have been very glad to offer our mediation to conciliate 
peſt differences, inſtead of purſuing this more deciſive line which we have adopted, had we conceived any hopes of ſucceſs ; 
but we feared that your differences had gone too far to admit of it, and that a want of ſucceſs in promoting that deſirable end, 
might have been attended with conſequences more fatal than any which can refult from our preſent decided reſolution, 


6 © After ſo recent an example of the diſpoſition of your late Preſident, as appeared in his conduct towards the Nabob; and 
while our deciſion on the appeal, which was made to us by the Nabob on that occaſion was yet depending, we could not but 
be greatly alarmed for the peace of the Carnatic, where we heard of the unexampled means by which Lord Pigot had endea- 
voured to uſurp the powers of your government, by attempting to procure a majority in the Council by violence, in order to 
ſanctify his meaſures, Ius deprived of the aid on which we had Hepended {rom the integrity of a large majority of the mem- 

bers of your late Council, who had ſtedfaſtly oppoſed the hoſtile meaſures adopted by his Lordſhip againſt th? Nabob, what hope 
could we any longer entertain, that our orders bn theſe points, which were contained in our letter the 7th Auguſt, would not be 
either openiy diſobeyed or covertly eluded, when the execution of them was thus left to the diſcretion of that power which they 
now meant to cont: oul, Notwithflanding what has followed, we are not yet freed from our apprehenfions z we therefore judge 
it neceſſary to give you this notice, that our final reſolution on the charges preferred by the Nabob againſt your late Preſident 
only remains ſuſpended; and that if any change ſhall have taken place ſince the date of your laſt advices, which ſhall make it 

neceſſary for us to recur to the opinions which we have already delivered upon them, we ihall not fail to proceed t the laſt ex- 
tremities, warranted by the controuling powers veſted in us by the late regulating act of Parliement, for the preſervation of the 
national faith, and of the Company's engagements with their ally the Nabob of the Carnatic, | 


7. „ Senſibly concerned, as we are, ſor the diſorders which have unhappily taken place in the government of Fort St. George, 
we mult {til} continue to feel the molt painful apprehenſions of the confequences which may enſue from ſuch convulſions ; we 
ca:nelily delire, therefore, that you will furniſh us with conſtant advices of every ſubſequent tranſaction which may have any 
relation to this unfortunate affair, and in which the general intereſt of the Company ma he eventually concerned, to enable 
us at all times to be prepared to contribute our aid by any means that may be neccilury »» conduce to the ſafety of your ſet- 
tlement. | | 


8. * To remove every poſſibility of 4 doubt, that the whole powers of your Board ref's in a majority of its members, we 
tranſmit you an extract of a general letter | which we have lately received from the Honourable Court of Directors by the 
Lioneſs, wherein you will find their ſentiments very clearly expreſſed. 


9. © We have thought it proper to acquaint Sir Edward Hughes, with the reſolutions we have formed under the preſent 
circumſtances with reſpet to your preſidency, and to requeſt, that he will unite with us in the ſupport of your authority and 
government. 18 | AT | ER 

5 | We are, | 
Fort William, „ Caentlemen;--- ©: 2 88 
Sept. 10, 1776. 5 Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, EE 
| | | WARREN HasTINGsS, _ 
J. CLAVERING. 
RICHARD BARWELL. 
P. FRANcIS. 


* In forming the Governor- general and Council of Lord Pigot having attempted to ſuſpend Meflrs, Stratton and Brooke. 

+ Lord Pigor's letter mult have contained an account of his arrelt, | | 52 | 

By Lord Pigot's letter. | ; ; | | | 

: 12 . of the majority, by the [arms of Capt. Tucker, captain of a country ſhip, for Lord Pigot did not arrive at Calcutta ſo 
00! is Lordſhip's letter ſent by Mr. Mordaunt. > a | 
7 1 of he Company's los dated the 318 of January 1776, per Lioneſs, Par. 17. It is our expreſs command, that no 
meeting of our Council (the members having been duly ſummoned) ſhall be diſſolved or adjourned by the authority of our Governor- 
eneral, or of any Preſident for the time being, without the conſent of a majority of members preſent at every ſuch meeting of our ſaid 
Council”? par. 18. And if it ſhall hereafter happen that the Governor-general, or any other member or members of Council, not being 
a majority, ſhall think proper to withdraw from the Council Board, and leave a majority of the whole Council fitting, and if ſuch a 
majority ſhall be of opinion that it may be neceilary, and for the good of our icrvice, to proceed to the ben ag of the ee ee _— 
hereby direct, that they continue to fit ſo long (and to adjourn from time to time) as they ſhall think requiſite for our intereſt ſo to do: an 
| that their minutes, reſolutions, and proceedings ſhall be recorded in the ſame boot and form as would have been the caſe if no member 
had withdrawn.“ Par. 19. © It is our further commands, that all orders which ſlall be iſſued by ſuch majority ſo aſſembled in Council 
as aforeſaid, to any of our ſervants in Bengal, civil or military, be implicitly obeyed, in the ſar manner, to all intents and purpoſes, as 
though ſach orders had been authoriſed and figned by all the members of our ſaid Council.“ 


| To 


(4) 


>> 


To the Right Honourable George Lord Pigots | 1 


| 
| 
| 
g 
| 
j 


©® My Lord, 


« WE have been honoured with your letter from the Mount, dated 29th Auguſt, by the Triton. We had preyioufly 
received by the Shrewſpury a letter, dated the 23d, from the Majority of the Council, which impreſſed us with the deepeſt 
concern for the unhappy exceſſes to which the differences in your Council bad then proceeded ; and although the terms of their 
letter, and of the proteſt contained in it, gave us reaſon to expect the moſt alarming conſequences, yet we confeſs the account 


of your confinement filled us with equal anxiety and ſurprize. 


& Having maturely weighed the ſubject of the reſpective advices before us, our duty obliges us, however reluctantly, to 
take a part in theſe unhappy contentions, and we wiſh it were. poſſible for us to reconcile it go the high eſteem which we bear for 
your Lordſhip's character, and the extenſive ſervices you have formerly rendered to the Company; but the occaſion is too urgent 
and critical to admit of ſuſpenſe and indeciſion, We therefore deem it incumbent on us to declare, that the rights and powers 
of the Governor and Council of any of the Company's Preſidencies are veſted by their original conſtitution in the Majority of 
the Board; that the violence committed by your Lordſhip, in excluding two of the Members of the Council of Fort St, George 
from their places, was a violation of that conſtitution; that the meaſures taken by the Majority to recover the actual Govern- 
ment, which of right is veſted in them, aroſe from the neceſſity of the caſe, and that we ſhall acknowledge and ſupport the title 
and authority which they conſequently poſſeſs : in doing this it is ſufficient for us to know that we are ſupporting the legal and 
conſtitutional Government of the Company, though we are not yet perfectly informed of all the train of facts which have brought 


the Government of Madraſs into the preſent ſituation, 


& To remove every poſſibility of a doubt, which your Lordſhip may entertain, that the whole powers of the Govern- . 
ment exiſt in a Majority of the Members of the Council, we. think it proper to tranſmit you an extract of a General 
Letter, which we have lately received from the 'Honourable the Court of Directors, by the Lioneſs, wherein you will find 


their ſentiments very clearly expre ſled. 


* We ſhould have been happy to have had it in our power, by acting as mediators, to effect a reconciliation between you 
and the other Members of the Council; and we ſhould have preferred this method, had we not feared that your differences 
had gone too far to admit of it, and that a want of ſucceſs in promoting that deſirable end might have been attended with 
conſequences more fatal than any which can reſult from our preſent decided reſolution. | | 


© We have thought it proper to acquaint Sir Edward Hughes with the part which we have reſolved to take on this occa- 
ſion, that he may act conſiſtently therewith, in caſe the ſituation of the Company's affairs ſhould be ſuch as to make iy 
requiſite ,for him to take an active part in the deciſions of your government, which we earneſtly hope will never happen, 
| We are, | | | 
. 8 * My e | 
Fort William, HE Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
Ioth September, 1776, | | " : | 
. | (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 
5 J. CLAVERING, 

RICHARD BARWELL, 

P. FRANCIS.” | 


1 
> 
* 9 


— 


fe 


* 


1 DM 7 


